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a word or two from the editor.

W

ell, it is already next month and a quarter of
the year has slipped though our fingers. With
school and university now well underway, we
thought it might be a nice idea to explore the unsolvable depths
of education in this issue—but given the wide realms of
education to talk about, it is difficult to know where to
start! So we’ve got some whizzes from a few different
walks of the education sector to offer their opinions
exclusively to Menzed. Not everyone asked was able to
reply by the deadline, but those who did kindly
provided a great deal of food for thought, and I hope
you are challenged by their perspectives, even if you
don’t necessarily agree with them.
We are always looking out for your perspectives though,
and if you’ve got any thoughts about anything, we’d be
very much obliged if you would send them our way:
editor@mensa.org.nz. Cheers.

today. It is a sad indictment on the thinking capacity (as well as
the priorities) of the world that technology is marching faster
than lawmaking and philosophy, creating issues in the realms of
internet law, child exploitation, medical ethics, virtual copyright,
unemployment, legal highs, inequality, and property
development more quickly than they can be solved.

In the end,
intelligence is
important, but if
it comes at the
expense of one’s
peers it is
worthless.

The answer is not to put teachers
under even more pressure and turn
them into compilers of banal statistics
on how well their students are able to
fill in a scantron on a particular day. It
is to train them better, allowing us to
trust them to know what is best for
juvenile development of the entire
person, not just for reading, writing,
and arithmetic.

The greatest problem that education faces today is that
the aspects which are most important are completely
unassessable. While the Victorian-era National Standards assess
the in-the-box subjects, there is far less provision for improving
the artistic, co-operative, social, creative, and philosophical areas
of education—those which are infinitely more important for the
next generation to create a better society for their children. The
backlash against the more progressive NCEA style of education
has inadvertently created a neoconservatism of mere proficiency
and box ticking: a terrible mistake when the jobs simply
requiring proficiency in a few decades’ time may well be done by
technology. In other words, we are preparing children to live in
the late twentieth century, not the twenty first.

Finland’s enormously successful
education system has been well
documented, and the standout quality
is undoubtedly how uncompetitive the structure is. Far from
testing students at every turn, there is only one fully
standardised exam, taken when students are sixteen. There is no
performance-based pay for teachers, who must have a (statefunded) Master’s degree before teaching. There is no streaming;
schools are almost exclusively public (the few private schools
that exist are not allowed to charge tuition fees or use tests to
grant admission), and there is no separation of ‘gifted’ students.
Despite this, educational attainment inequality is around the
lowest in the world, 66% go to university, and Finland
consistently performs at or near the top of PISA world rankings
(the debatable reliability of these rankings notwithstanding).

Preparing children to be great citizens of the twenty first century
does not solely mean including computer literacy and economic
education into the curriculum. We need to create a generation of
paradigm shifters, who can lift civic and philosophical progress
to match the technological progress which we can see happening

Creating a system like this doesn’t require a pile of extra public
money; it requires a pile of extra thinking. However, the
Western obsession with competition and reward is a significant
obstacle. In the end, intelligence is important, but if it comes at
the expense of one’s peers it is worthless.
It is time we stopped putting people in achievement boxes, and
started letting students carve out their own. But that requires us
to stop seeking individual furtherment at the expense of others,
and it requires a lot of clever thinkers to do a lot of clever
thinking. After all, it is not the students’ job to change their own
educational paradigms. It is ours.

With my best wishes, as always,

Benjamin Booker
P.S. The next month’s issue is based around WAR and
CONFLICT so if you have anything to say about that topic
(and Mensans always have things to say about most topics), send
it to us at editor@mensa.org.nz.
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Wellington

Hawkes Bay

Happy Birthday

Lunch SIG is planned for:

Pub Quiz at the Rose and
Shamrock, 15 Napier Rd, Havelock
Thursday 17 April, 12:30p.m.
North, on the first Tuesday of each
Thai Chef Restaurant, 1 Blair Street month.

To Donald S. McDonald, our most
regular contributor of letters to the
editor, who turned another year
wiser this month. Incidentally,
You can have dinner there, 6.30 or according to Don’s calculations he
Contact: Robert Gentejohann.
so, or just come for the quiz starting
has made 13,000 tweets in four
Auckland
at 8pm (best be there by about
years (cf. twitter.com/mcdonewt)
7.45).
If anyone is interested in
while @mensanz has allegedly made
You should see a Menzed on the
participating in a monthly Lunch
table. Family and friends welcome. three. Our fact checkers are
SIG or Dinner SIG in Auckland
counting as we speak. STOP
Plenty of parking behind the pub.
City or suburbs please ring me
Next 2 months are Tuesday 1 April PRESS: The official Mensa twitter
Vanessa on 09 832 9350 or 021 052
account is at
and Tuesday 6 May. RSVP
6975 and I will be happy to arrange appreciated.
twitter.co.nz/
these outings and advise you where
NZ_Mensa,
Contact: Robert Winchester
and when.
which has made
rvw@ihug.co.nz or
slightly more
877 7731.
Contact: Vanessa Cozens.
tweets than three.
***

SqepasdfghcvbdfghASDFGasdfgHJK
A summer
tale of Two
Cities
Aug 1-4, Richmond, BC, Canada
Can’t decide between enjoying the 'life is a cabaret'
spirit of the Occidental or the ‘life is eating well’
spirit of the Orient?
Enjoy both at the Vancouver Mensa Regional
Gathering 2014. Join us for a weekend of night
market, dim sum, origami, creativity, talks, fun,
games and camaraderie.
Discounts for early-birds $100 till Apr-30, $110 till
Jun-30, $125 till Jul-21; $140 thereafter. Extra for
banquet. USD or CAD accepted at par.
To register or for more information, email
van-mensa@psg.com
The Radission Hotel Vancouver Airport has deluxe
amenities and is just steps from a 21min train-ride
to downtown to catch the world-famous Vancouver
Pride Parade.
Room rates $135/night while available and if booked by Jun-30 at +1.800.967.9033
<reservations@radissonvancouver.com> use discount code “Mensa Gathering 2014”.

5 age of school commencement in New Zealand
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Many people over the years have commented on what
makes New Zealand special. We punch way above our
weight in a number of ways. The country is beautiful, the
All Blacks and the Silver Ferns are frequently world champions, and
our education system is the envy of many.

“

While we as a people can’t take credit for the beautiful panoramas
around us, we can certainly take credit for producing sporting,
entrepreneurial and/or pragmatic citizens. And who is responsible
for that? Parents and teachers.
Menzed is always looking for new and old opinions, and wanted to
see what those in the know thought about New
Zealand’s education system. So we tracked down some
people in the know, and asked them a question:

‘is our education system
failing our society?’
We tried to get as wide a range of opinions as we could,
though of course some professionals were unable to
reply before Menzed went to press. It is nevertheless a
great privilege to have such worthwhile contributions
from eminent players in the educational world, and if
you have similar or differing opinions from what has
been written here, please send them to
editor@menzed.org.nz with ‘Letter to the Editor’ in the
subject line.

NZEI is our
country’s largest educational trade union, with over 50,000
members.

“

Our education system is not failing our society. On the contrary it
ensures that it thrives!

Gifted and
talented children
often don’t fit into
the National
Standards box any
more than
children whose
ability to learn is
affected by an
impoverished
home life.

Current policies in education are certainly failing students
and teachers. Attempts by the government to force all
children into the one-size-fits-all box known as National Standards
do not take into account the personal backgrounds, learning needs
and special talents of our children. New Zealand is known
internationally for its curriculum that allows teachers to nurture
creative thinking and a love of learning while balancing the needs and
interests of individual students. However, that is under threat, as
National Standards measure only reading, writing, and maths, and
pressure is growing on teachers to focus on those areas to the
detriment of science, computer skills, physical education, languages,
and the arts.

“

Gifted and talented children often don’t fit into the National
Standards box any more than children whose ability to learn is
affected by an impoverished home life. If changes to the education
system continue down the current track, we will be labelling
many of our children as failures from their first years at
school. And if we fail our children, we fail our society.

”

Bruce McLachlan is the principal of
Swanson Primary School, which has been in the news recently for the
changes that it has implemented to its rules, particularly around play time.
By removing playground restrictions, allowing children to play bull rush
and climb trees, for example, Swanson is reported to have seen greater
productivity by students and less disruption, as well as improving skills for
later in life.

6 out of 10 NZ students find school boring

Don’t get me wrong though. When I talk
about the education system, I am talking
primarily about the 100,000 teachers. By
and large teachers rejoice in their learning
and want to share it with their students.
The other parts of the system: governments
and bureaucracies are simply obstacles to be
overcome!

Swanson School has recently attracted
worldwide attention for doing something
different. Our playground is basically an
adult-free environment where free play is
encouraged and accepted. Play can be
defined as ‘children's behaviour which is
freely chosen, personally directed, and
intrinsically motivated. It is performed for
no external goal or reward, and is a
fundamental and integral part of healthy
development - not only for individual children, but also for the
society in which they live.’

”

Children control the intent and content of their play. What kids do
in their own time, away from the control of adults, is what they have
always done: play. Today we might more accurately call it ‘free play’,
to differentiate it from what it has become today: a much more
‘supervised’ activity. On many occasions a parent or teacher might
‘reward’ a child with an opportunity to play, or provide or allow a
particular play experience. This unconsciously reinforces in adults the
notion that they have an important role in the play experience. They
don’t.
On many occasions in recent weeks I have been asked by journalists
what the New Zealand Ministry of Education thinks of what we are
doing at Swanson. The answer is, ‘I don’t know.’ They haven’t
asked me and I haven’t told them. Is there another education system
in the world where individual schools and teachers are given the
freedom and trust to try new things, to the extent that we are in New
Zealand? I think not, and that is why I am still a teacher
after all these years. I believe I can still make a difference in
my little part of the world.

”

Tracey is the Education
Spokesperson and Deputy Leader of the New Zealand First Party. For
completeness and transparency, spokespersons from all four major parties
were asked for comment, but not all could respond before the deadline—
others will be published in later issues as they arrive to maintain
neutrality.
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resources and funding be allocated to those students to extend their
creative and critical abilities? To simply have a cohort that is ‘Above’
Our answer is quite simply ‘No’.
this government’s literacy and numeracy lines is not good enough if
In our view, it is the current government funding model that is failing they are committed to raising the achievement of all students and
our education system. New Zealand First would ‘front end the spend’ providing the challenge that keeps our young people engaged in
education, seeking to be their personal best, not just focusing on the
where dollars are aligned with need and not decile rating. There are
often quoted ‘tail of underachievement.’
students at both ends of the learning continuum - special needs and
gifted and talented – across all education sectors: early childhood,
primary, secondary and tertiary. But let us be
very clear – unlike the current Minister of
Tristan is a New Zealand
Education we are not talking about funding on
Mensan and whizzkid who is currently studying
a value-add or achievement-outcome model in
mathematics through Auckland University, aged twelve.
any way.

“

‘Is our education system failing our society?’

New Zealand First is keen to see the national
collation, analysis and reporting of entry data
for all new entrants within the first months of
formal schooling. New Zealand First asks why
are we not collecting baseline data that clearly
identifies the learning needs of brand new
‘schoolies’ - every new entrant teacher in the
country would be able to tell you who needs
extra support and who needs extension.

I have been
asked what the
Ministry of
Education thinks
of [playground
rules] at Swanson.
The answer is, ‘I
don’t know.’ They
haven’t asked me
and I haven’t told
them.

“

What our society has asked of our public
education system continues to change. New
Zealand First believes that it is time to have an
education summit; a forum for robust
discussion between all stakeholders after 25
years of ‘Tomorrow’s Schools’ that includes the voice of students,
parents and caregivers, support staff, teachers, school leaders and
school trustees. We need to listen to the people in and around our
classrooms and school grounds who share the responsibility for
educating our children today for their tomorrows.

New Zealand First believes that we have a quality public education
system but acknowledges that there are areas for development to
meet the needs of all learners. Our national curriculum document
provides our teachers and learners with wide success criteria but
current government policy has narrowed the definition of success to
the detriment of learners. We believe that ‘success for Kiwi kids’
needs to be redefined and not transferred from other nations and
cultures. Until recently, New Zealand schools had the opportunity to
participate in the well-respected initiative, Te Kotahitanga. New
Zealand First would re-establish the funding support alongside
nationwide professional development by rolling out this initiative for
all schools.
‘What is success?’ New Zealand First has significant concerns about
the use of PISA as the ‘high stakes’ marker of our national
educational well-being. We would welcome greater attention to the
report findings of GEM (Global Entrepreneurship Monitor) as the
‘can-do attitude’ and ‘make it happen capacity’ of Kiwis is known
throughout the world. New Zealand First would replace the
government’s literacy and numeracy national standards with a return
to a more holistic curriculum level band system developed in
conjunction with the education sector. It is our view that this system
would more readily recognise each individual child and the different
rates and methods of learning that are a reality for our young people.
We are concerned that one of the other areas the Ministry does not
require nor collect data around are the numbers of students whose
schools have identified as being in the top academic band. How can

”

His answer is adapted from a speech made this month to
the Festival of Education in Auckland—the full speech
may appear in a future issue: keep your eyes peeled!

I describe myself as a curious and fun loving
12-year-old. But for me, learning is an
amusing game. I became very interested in
mathematics from an early age. I kept exploring and
discovering new concepts and the more I learned the
more fascinated I became. Before I was five I covered
all the available National Curriculum & NCEA maths
books from Year 1 to Year 13.

“

When I was nine, I found that there was something
called “private candidates” in the Cambridge
International Exams. So I started sitting the exams
and each year I moved up another level. I am now studying maths at
the University of Auckland. I am planning to be a full time student at
the university next year. I am also self-studying some Cambridge
Science and English subjects for sitting the exams later this year.

”

When I was nearly five, I started to go through the maths topic
strand by strand: number, measurement, geometry, algebra, and
statistics. When I finished the strand of “number”, from the year 1
book to the year 13 book, I then moved onto the strand of
“geometry”, and so on. In the existing education system, the same
topic is scattered over a number of years and jumps between topics. I
found these scatterings and jumping into different topics like reading
a chapter of a story book every year but you have to wait until next
year to find out what happens next!
I believe that the 21st century is truly the digital age. It has
fundamentally changed everything. Technology enables us to not only
learn more, but to learn more effectively, and at our own pace. If our
schools embrace the e-learning global trend, I believe the education
standard will be lifted significantly.
It would be a great idea if more teachers adopted the “flipped
classroom” model where students do the conceptual learning at home
and class time is used for problem solving and discussion. We can
find learning more interesting as we can take in a more active role.
With technology, everyone will be equal. We can choose to learn
from any lecturer or teacher from any part of the world. This is the
way we need to be thinking. In my opinion, mentorship is one of the
best educational approaches for meeting the needs of the students,
particularly gifted and talented learners.
I always dream of a perfect school day, which is where schools would
each specialise in different subjects for half a day every day. Students
could attend half a day at school in the morning with their peers
doing some interactive activities or lessons such as PE, drama, music

7 per cent of NZ GDP spent on education
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etc…, then in the afternoon, students would attend academic
lessons outside their own school at their own ability levels, or homeschooling. The academic lessons could be held by different schools
or institutions grouped by geographic location. Everyone can meet
their own learning and social needs from the morning school and
afternoon school, irrespective of their age. In fact, I’ve never
understood why students are grouped together by age. It should be
based on their ability.

Today, I represent all the other children in this country who want
that same opportunity for themselves. My hope is that we can all
work together to deliver that opportunity for them. That’s the
challenge I want to leave you with today.

”

Chris is the Labour M.P. for
Rimutaka, and currently holds the Shadow Education and Early
Childhood Education portfolios for the Opposition.

A self-learning day in a week is also an excellent alternative I would
like to see implemented. If we were to have a self-learning day at
When universal, free secondary school education was
school, everyone can take this day to consolidate the whole week’s
introduced here in New Zealand we lived in a very different
learning, plus explore something of their own interest at their own
time. Young people could still leave school with relatively minimal
pace. I believe this is the way gifted and talented children like to
qualifications and walk straight into a job. If that one didn’t work
explore knowledge themselves. As students, we all have something
out, there were other options. Today, young people leaving school
that we’re really passionate about and yet all too often those
face a very different reality.
passions are not able to be properly
explored within a typical classroom
Not only has the ready supply of low-skilled jobs reduced
We all have a
setting.
significantly, the types of skills and attributes that employers
responsibility and
look for in new recruits has also changed. Whereas once upon
I like our education system. It’s very
an
obligation
to
a time the basics like literacy and numeracy were enough to
balanced in its approach: academic,
get your foot in the door, today’s employers are looking for
support education.
sports, music, personal development
school-leavers who also have excellent interpersonal skills,
are equally weighted. But I’m a bit
communication skills, creativity, adaptability, time management, and
greedy! I want to have a better NZ and a better quality of life for
resilience.
everyone in the future. I believe education is crucial to achieving this
goal. With higher education, people can earn their own living and be Our education system, and the people who work in it, have
more responsible citizens.
recognised these changes, and what goes on in our schools has
changed accordingly. Kids are all different, they learn different
What’s important is that we all have a responsibility and an
things at different rates, and our schools should be focused on
obligation to support education. There’s an old African proverb that
bringing out the best in each of them, rather than labelling and
says “it takes a village to raise a child.” In my village I’ve been very
‘standardising’ them.
fortunate to have lots of people support me in my education.

“

“

8 out of 10 primary teachers are female

”
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The introduction of the NCEA heralded a new approach. Instead of
setting arbitrary hurdles for kids, teachers and schools are now focused
on identifying what they can do and where they need to improve. The
introduction of the NCEA has provided more opportunities for
schools to customise programmes to bring out the best in every
student, and the results are showing.

Under the old system, a set number of students passed and failed each
year, and exam results were scaled accordingly. That’s no longer the
case. We just can’t afford to write-off that many students. We need to
bring out the very best in all of them.

“

When I was at
school we were taught
that knowledge is
power, that facts are
weapons. Today,
humanity’s knowledge
base is expanding at a
far faster rate than we
will ever be able to cram
it into a kid’s head.

”

In the 21st century, we need an
education system that produces
citizens that are creative,
innovative and adaptable. It is
the power of our ideas that will
determine our future
prosperity. As you read this, a
Kiwi teenager could be working
away in their bedroom on the
next iPhone app sensation.
Within weeks it could be
downloaded onto the phones
of millions of people around
the world.

In 2003 three students from Helsinki University of Technology
participated in a video game development competition. Six years later
their company released the first version of Angry Birds, a game that
has subsequently been downloaded over a billion times, making it one
of the most popular games in the iPhone store. Their little start-up
company now generates an income in excess of 75 million euro a year.
That’s the type of creativity and innovation we need here in New
Zealand. In a new millennium and our education system needs to adapt
to that, and schools are already adapting. Our schools are embracing
21st century learning.
The walls are quite literally coming down. Classrooms are no longer
square boxes with a teacher standing at the front of the room. The
whole world is now our classroom, and every one of our experiences
on life’s journey provides another learning opportunity.
Our students today are more connected to the outside world than they
have ever been before. I’ve lost count of the number of times I’ve
heard a teacher explain how one of the kids in their classroom has
taught them how to do something involving technology.
When I was at school we were taught that knowledge is power, that
facts are weapons. Today humanity’s knowledge base is expanding at a
far faster rate than we will ever be able to cram it into a kid’s head.
Knowledge memorisation and recall is no longer king. Ability to access,
filter, and interpret knowledge is far more important. Learning, as it has
always been, is a lifelong process.

‘Education is the most powerful weapon
which you can use to change the world.’ Nelson Mandela
‘My mother said I must always be
intolerant of ignorance but
understanding of illiteracy. That some
people, unable to go to school, were more
educated and more intelligent than
college professors.’ - Maya Angelou
‘Education is the ability to listen to
almost anything without losing your
temper or your self-confidence.’ - Robert
Frost
‘An education isn't how much you have
committed to memory, or even how much
you know. It's being able to differentiate
between what you know and what you
don't.’ - Anatole France
‘I have never let my schooling interfere
with my education.’ - Mark Twain
‘He who opens a school door, closes a
prison.’ - Victor Hugo
‘A man who has never gone to school may
steal from a freight car; but if he has a
university education, he may steal the
whole railroad.’ - Theodore Roosevelt
‘Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn
as if you were to live forever.’ - Mahatma
Gandhi
‘Education: the path from cocky ignorance
to miserable uncertainty.’ - Mark Twain

The NCEA, based on our world-leading curriculum and its
competency-based approach, recognises that. Students certainly need
to know how to read and write, but they also need good levels of
communication, self-management, perseverance, curiosity, and social
skills.

‘We should not teach children the
sciences but give them a taste for them.’
- Jean Jacques Rosseau

What can easily be measured must not become the sole measure of
success. Learning in the 21st century is personalised, it’s interactive,
and it’s social. It’s time the government caught up. █

‘The mind is not a vessel to be filled but
a fire to be ignited.’ - Plutarch

9 out of 10 seventeen year olds are in secondary education
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A cryptogram is a quote encrypted by simple letter substitution, more or less solvable via trial and error by guessing the letters that
have been replaced. This month's theme is power, in two of its many guises. Extra kudos if you can name the protagonists referred
to in the unpunctuated cryptogram.

“SUM VMDHFKVHCAHR EAGGMXZ GXKV SUM CHXRAZZAZS JI SUM GHRS SUHS UM
YAZUMZ SK JM QKYMXGOF XHSUMX SUHC RUHXVACN, HCE ZMMTZ SK JM GMHXME
XHSUMX SUHC FKBME. SK SUAZ SIQM JMFKCD VHCI FOCHSARZ HCE VKZS KG SUM
DXMHS VMC KG UAZSKXI.” - JMXSXHCE XOZZMFF, JXASAZU QUAFKZKQUMX.
Expert Cryptogram:

MRSUWVNKLNHLNKNUMBUDMRSTBPPNLNUMMNGOUSQSDBNKKMWUTSJMQBIN
ANWGSUKWVSUDMONMOSJKWUTKSPUWVNKWUTBUZNUMBSUKMOWMRNLNKJG
OWPNWMJLNSPMONUBUNMNNUMOGNUMJLFMONKNMRSQBINASxNLKBUWLBUD
RWBMBUDPSLMONGSUMNKMMSKMWLMKHWLLNTWUTRNWZNTBUABTKMSVWIN
MONBLANQBNPKMONSUNMONRSLQTRSJQTWGGNHMAJMMONMRSRNLNUSMMON
BUZNUMSLKSPMONMNGOUSQSDFMONFKSHWKKBSUWMNQFANQBNZNTBUWUTK
MLWUDNQFMONFWLNANMMNLLNVNVANLNTMSTWFWKMONBUZNUMSLKSPMOND
LWVSHOSUNWUTMONZWGJJVALWIBUDKFKMNVJKNTSUMLWBUKMOLSJDOSJMM
ONRSLQTVBINKVFMOKHNGBWQBKMMNGOUBGWQRLBMNL

Join dots to form an ‘island’ around each circle, which
represents the center of the ‘galaxy’. The islands must
be rotationally (or 180°) symmetric.

Each row, column, box, and circled diagonal must have the numbers 1-16.

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

10 per cent of NZ primary education spent in PE
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april 2014 issue 016 editor, kate nacard

from the Treasurer…
I am pleased to present (see pp2-3) the abridged version of the official finance report for the financial year ended March
31, 2013, as checked and released by the auditors and required according to our ASIEs. It consists of three parts:
•
the Statement of Income and Expenditures
•
the Statement of Gains and Losses and
•
the Balance Sheet.
For your information the comparable values for the financial year ended March 31, 2012 are also provided.
The complete audited financial statements are available upon request to me (treasurer-mil@mensa.org) or by mail to MIL,
Slate Barn, Church Lane, Caythorpe, Lincolnshire NG32 3EL, United Kingdom.

Respectfully submitted
Rudi Challupner, Treasurer Mensa International
treasurer-mil@mensa.org

Reminder: the deadline for applications for international appointees and
committees (published in March 2014 Mensa World Journal) is July 11, 2014

EMAG 2014
30 July 2014 - 04 August 2014
The European Mensa Annual Gathering 2014 will take
place in Zurich from July 30th to August 3rd 2014.
All Mensans are invited to five days of talks, walks, workshops, sightseeing, parties and socializing. The EMAG
center will be at the Hotel Novotel Zurich City-West.
More information coming in the next months.
EMAG 2014 Zurich FaceBook group is at :
https://www.facebook.com/events/132769740210761/222136231274111/?ref=notif&notif_t=plan_
mall_activity
mensa world journal april 2014
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Pierpaolo’s story...

Italian Mensan Pierpaolo Vittoria has recently been
appointed International SIGHT Coordinator...
SIGHT stands for Service for Information, Guidance, and Hospitality
to Travellers. It connects Mensans
travelling to another country with local
members willing
to give suggestions, meet for
coffee or sightseeing, maybe even
provide accomodation. Any Mensan
who would like
to give this extra
value to a trip just
needs to write
an e-mail to his
local coordinator (find the list
here https://www.
mensa.org/sight),
attaching a standard form detailing his
plans and wishes. Once his membership is verified, the coordinator will
forward the request to the destination
country, where very often some match
can be found. The connected members
are then free to make their arrangements themselves.
Pierpaolo writes, “When I knew
about the service in my early Mensa
times, I was thrilled at the opportunity: what’s better than having an easy
chance to meet like-minded, brilliant
locals in a place you’re visiting? Fostering socialization is within the scope of
Mensa and I can’t help believing that
an international exchange and cooperation perspective was very present in

mensa world journal april 2014

the founders’ minds, when the club was
born – like many others- in the wake
of WWII.
“ I also get the feeling the service
is currently underutilized: in my first six
months as SIGHT
coordinator for Italy,
a notoriously touristic
country, I received just
a handful of requests.
I think we, as the
Coordinators community, should step up
communication and
give ourselves a moral
objective to motivate
more members to
apply. Once things get
more on the move, my
secret wish is to secure funding for a
web platform that could simplify, automate and scale up access, very much
in the likes of social marketplaces like
Couchsurfing or AirBnB.      
      “Just to give an example, following
a refresher about the service last autumn in Italy, a member of the national
board casually decided to file a contact
request for the place where he spent
his holidays in Spain every year, only
to discover a peer from the Spanish
national board just lived nearby!
     “So do consider SIGHT for your
next trip abroad; it can really be worth
a try!

Pierpaolo Vittoria
sight@mensa.org

Pierpaolo had known of Mensa for
ages but had just put the thought
aside until an accidental meeting
with local members in 2009 motivated him to try and take the test.
(He passed even though he was ill
with a seasonal flu and barely a day
into a course of antibiotics.)
     Never one to skirt roles in associations, he was soon invited to be
a candidate for his region’s board.
Then 2013 brought a chance to run
for Italy’s SIGHT Coordinator
and later for International service.
Being a passionate intercultural
exchange advocate, he gladly accepted the position of International SIGHT Coordinator.
      Curious as a cat and with
vastly too many interests for his
own good (mindfulness, ICT,
running, LARP... to sample but a
few), Pierpaolo lives in Milan, Italy
and currently works as a Business
Manager for BT (formerly known
as British Telecom). Shameless
Aerospace Engineering dropout,
he eventually attained his degree in
Economics and these days is busy
editing his thesis for a second degree in Education Science. Almost
a social butterfly, he loves clubbing
and going out.
     He’s also always travelled a lot
and cherishes meeting people from
different cultures, helped by what
seems to be a knack for languages.
As for marriage and family,
he is presently in no relationship,
although he is aware of some that
claim he is married to his hobbies
- but he has always dismissed this
allegation.
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beautiful maths...
People who appreciate the
beauty of mathematics activate the same part of their
brain when they look at aesthetically pleasing formula
as others do when appreciating art or music, suggesting
that there is a neurobiological basis to beauty.

Professor Semir Zeki, lead author of
the paper from the Wellcome Laboratory of Neurobiology at UCL, said: “To
many of us,
mathematical
formulae appear dry and
inaccessible
but to a mathematician an
equation can
embody the
quintescence
There are many different sources of
beauty -- a beautiful face, a picturesque of beauty.
The beauty
landscape, or a great symphony are all
of a formula
examples of beauty derived from senmay result
sory experiences. But there are other,
from simplichighly intellectual sources of beauty.
ity, symmetry,
Mathematicians often describe mathematical formulae in emotive terms and elegance or
the experience of mathematical beauty the expression
of an immutahas often been compared by them to
ble truth. For
the experience of beauty derived from
Plato, the abstract quality of maththe greatest art.
ematics expressed the ultimate pinnacle
In a new paper published in the
open-access journal Frontiers in Human of beauty.
“This makes it interesting to learn
Neuroscience, researchers used functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) whether the experience of beauty
derived from such as highly intellectual
to image the brain activity of fifteen
and abstract source as mathematics
mathematicians when they viewed
correlates with activity in the same part
mathematical formulae that they had
previously rated as beautiful, neutral or of the emotional brain as that derived
from more sensory, perceptually based,
ugly.
     The results showed that the experi- sources.”
In the study, each subject was given
ence of mathematical beauty correlates
60 mathematical formulae to review at
with activity in the same part of the
leisure and rate on a scale of -5 (ugly)
emotional brain - namely the medial
to +5 (beautiful) according to how
orbito-frontal cortex - as the experibeautiful they experienced them to be.
ence of beauty derived from art or
Two weeks later they were asked to remusic.
mensa world journal april 2014

rate them while in an fMRI scanner.
The formulae most consistently rated as
beautiful (both before and during the
scans) were Leonhard Euler’s identity, the Pythagorean identity and the
Cauchy-Riemann
equations.
     Leonhard Euler’s
identity links five
fundamental mathematical constants
with three basic
arithmetic operations each occurring
once and the beauty
of this equation has
been likened to that
of the soliloquy in
Hamlet.
Mathematicians
judged Srinivasa Ramanujan’s infinite series and Riemann’s
functional equation as the ugliest.
Professor Zeki added: “We have
found that, as with the experience of
visual or musical beauty, the activity
in the brain is strongly related to how
intense people declare their experience
of beauty to be - even in this example
where the source of beauty is extremely
abstract. This answers a critical question
in the study of aesthetics, one which
has been debated since classical times,
namely, whether aesthetic experiences
can be quantified.”
University College London - UCL. “Mathematical beauty activates same brain region as
great art or music.” ScienceDaily
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why does the brain remember dreams?
Some people recall a dream every
morning, whereas others rarely recall
one. A team led by Perrine Ruby,
an Inserm Research Fellow at the
Lyon Neuroscience Research Center
(Inserm/CNRS/Université Claude
Bernard Lyon 1), has studied the brain
activity of these two types of dreamers
in order to understand the differences
between them. In a study published in
the journal Neuropsychopharmacology,
the researchers show that the temporoparietal junction, an information-processing hub in the brain, is more active
in high dream recallers. Increased
activity in this brain region might
facilitate attention orienting toward
external stimuli and promote intrasleep
wakefulness, thereby facilitating the
encoding of dreams in memory.
The reason for dreaming is still a
mystery for the researchers who study
the difference between “high dream
recallers,” who recall dreams regularly,
and “low dream recallers,” who recall
dreams rarely. In January 2013 (work
published in the journal Cerebral
Cortex), the team led by Perrine Ruby,
Inserm researcher at the Lyon Neuroscience Research Center, made the following two observations: “high dream
recallers” have twice as many time of
wakefulness during sleep as “low dream
recallers” and their brains are more
reactive to auditory stimuli during sleep
and wakefulness. This increased brain

reactivity may promote awakenings
during the night, and may thus facilitate
memorisation of dreams during brief
periods of wakefulness.
In this new study, the research team
sought to identify which areas of the
brain differentiate high and low dream
recallers. They used Positron Emission
Tomography (PET) to measure the
spontaneous
brain activity
of 41 volunteers during
wakefulness
and sleep. The
volunteers
were classified into two
groups: 21
“high dream
recallers”
who recalled
dreams 5.2
mornings
per week in
average, and
20 “low dream
recallers,” who
reported 2 dreams per month in average. High dream recallers, both while
awake and while asleep, showed stronger
spontaneous brain activity in the medial
prefrontal cortex (mPFC) and in the
temporo-parietal junction (TPJ), an area
of the brain involved in attention orienting toward external stimuli.

     “This may explain why high dream
recallers are more reactive to environmental stimuli, awaken more during
sleep, and thus better encode dreams
in memory than low dream recallers.
Indeed the sleeping brain is not capable
of memorising new information; it
needs to awaken to be able to do that,”
explains Perrine Ruby, Inserm Research
Fellow.
The South African
neuropsychologist Mark
Solms had observed in
earlier studies that lesions in these two brain
areas led to a cessation
of dream recall. The
originality of the French
team’s results is to show
brain activity differences
between high and low
dream recallers during
sleep and also during
wakefulness.
“Our results suggest that high and low
dream recallers differ in
dream memorization,
but do not exclude that they  also differ
in dream production. Indeed, it is possible that high dream recallers produce
a larger amount of dreaming than low
dream recallers” concludes the research
team.

“This may explain why
high dream recallers
are more reactive to
environmental stimuli,
awaken more during
sleep, and thus better encode dreams in memory
than low dream recallers.
Indeed the sleeping brain
is not capable of memorising new information;
it needs to awaken to be
able to do that.”

http://presse-inserm.fr/en/why-does-thebrain-remember-dreams/11156/

Log into the International website at www.mensa.org
for the calendar of national events
mensa world journal april 2014
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supplementally...

				john blinke

Heavy

is, of course, only my opinion. I cannot
offer any support except that there do
not seem to be any infinities in the real
Einstein said that gravity causes space
physical world. Steven Hawking has a
to curve. Did he mean that literally? Or
problem with event horizons, too. But
was it just a convenient way to describe
he has another
the way objects move under the influexplanation,
ence of gravity?
as you can see
Personally, I think the concept of
below. JB
curved space is an analogy for some
more complicated reality. Physicists
A Hole in
might agree with this if you prodded
None
them long enough, because we are
Nature News,
pretty sure we will eventually detect
January 24,
gravity waves. Gravity waves imply the
2014. “Stephen
existence of gravitons that function as
Hawking:
exchange particles for the gravitational
‘There Are No
force — just the way photons convey
Black Holes.’ ”
the electromagnetic force. If gravitons
Astrophysiexist, they prove gravity is a force, so
cists used to
then curved space can’t be real.
say that the
We should not be surprised that
event horizon
the universe refuses to fit into a neat
around a black
pigeon hole for us to classify. It would
hole would be
be disappointing if it was that simple.
a fairly benign
Is anything in physics real, in an absoplace for an
lute sense? Physical laws are pragmatic.
astronaut who fell into it — aside
Isaac Newton formulated his theory of
from the unpleasant spaghettification
gravity to explain the way things move.
process. He wouldn’t notice anything
He didn’t worry about the underlaying
different because free-falling neutralreasons.
izes the action of gravity. But, a couple
If gravity isn’t curved space, and it
of years ago, some theorists decided
isn’t a force transmitted by exchange
that quantum effects would create a
particles, what can we say about black
nasty “wall of fire” that would severely
holes? I have always thought there is
cook anything close to the horizon.
something wrong with our concept of
Now, Stephen Hawking says there
an infinitely dense speck at the center
probably is no event horizon, as such.
of a one-way event horizon. Anything
He predicts a kind of holding zone
that involves infinities or “singulariwhere matter would hang out before
ties” is probably not being interpreted
falling into the hole. Hawking admits,
properly. I like to think the event horihowever, that somebody has to make
zon is the surface of a very dense solid
quantum mechanics work with gravity
object, like a super neutron star. This
mensa world journal april 2014

before this idea can be stated properly
in mathematical terms.
Abydos Dynasty
www.smithsonian.com, January 17,
2014. “Archaeologists
in Egypt Just
Unearthed a
Previously Unknown Pharaoh’s Tomb.”
Contributed by
Stephen Darnell.
There were two
times during
the long history of ancient
Egypt when the
central government collapsed
utterly. Around
1650 BCE,
more than one
foreign nation
had carved out a part of Egypt to exploit. It turns out that the area around
Abydos still had a pharaoh. We know
this now because the badly looted tomb
of pharaoh Senebkay has been discovered. Some of the remaining grave
goods came from the tombs of previous
kings - a sign of the diminished power
of pharaohs in the Abydos dynasty.
Super Stem Cells
CNN Health online, January 30, 2014.
“Stem Cell Breakthrough May be
Simple, Fast, Cheap.” Contributed by
Dave Hornstein.
Stem cells promise wonderful advances
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for human health. But acquiring them
has been difficult and politically sensitive. Now, an amazingly simple process
can create stem
cells on demand.
Researchers just
soak normal cells
in weak acid for a
while. The stress
caused by the procedure makes the
cells convert into
stem cells that are
even more plastic
than embryonic
stem cells — they
can transform into placental cells along
with every other kind. This has only

been done with mouse blood cells, so
far. And nobody has regenerated body
parts yet. The researchers’ hopes are
modest. They figure that
it might be possible, for
example, to strengthen a
weak heart by injecting
stem cells that convert
into a little more muscle
tissue.

These can kill healthy tissue as well as
invaders, so many people take antioxidants like Vitamin E to get rid of
them. Given the primary purpose of
the radicals, this seems like it might
be a bad idea. And it is, according to
a mouse study done at University of
Gothenburg. Existing cancers grew
three times faster in mice that were
given an anti-oxidant. Cultured human
cells showed a similar effect. This study
only addresses existing tumors. It says
Cancer’s Little Helpers
Nature News, January 29, nothing about the risk of developing
2014. “Antioxidants Speed new cancers.
Cancer in Mice.” (Science
Translational Medicine)
John Blinke
Our bodies generate free radicals like
Johnb44221@cs.com
oxygen to destroy invading organisms.

“Existing cancers
grew three times
faster in mice
that were given
an anti-oxidant.
Cultured human
cells showed a
similar effect. “
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1. Anthrax is caused by the bacterium Bacillus
anthracis.
2. Hearing is affected by the condition tinnitus.
3. The elbow is at the upper end of the ulna bone.
4. Albert Schweitzer was the doctor and musician
who carried out important research into leprosy at
Lambarene Hospital in Gabon.
5. Lou Gehrig's disease is the more common name
given to the progressive neurological disease
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis.
6. Tony (Ryall) is New Zealand’s current Minister of
Health
7. Hypertension is the technical name for high blood
pressure.
8. An outbreak of yellow fever killed over 5000
people in Philadelphia in 1793.

.
With many thanks to Jim
from krazydad.com for
donating Galaxy puzzles
and Timothy Wallis
from Mensa Canada
(Timothy.Wallis@mensacanada.org)
for Super Sudokus
faithfully delivered for
our dear readers!

A number of clues exclude players from table 7, so it’s a good
place to start. We know Jacek is hosting on table 4, Arun joined
2, Sue joined 1, 2, or 3. David and Margaret aren’t on 7 (or 1) as
there’s someone to the west of them, and the same goes for
Amanda. Melissa also can’t be on table 7 as someone has a higher-numbered table; the same goes for Laura, Diana and Andrew.
Robert and Adam are excluded. That leaves Johnson joining Jort
at table 7. From there we know (clue 3) that Dominion is playing
on table 6, and that Amanda brought Scattergories to table 2,
which lies just east of table 6’s longitude. Clue 6 says Amanda
just lost to Arun. Easterly positioning means Kill Dr Lucky can’t
be at 1, 3, or 4, and as Jacek hosted table 4 (clue 5), not David
(clue 1), it can’t be at table 5 – so it’s at 7. Clue 1 says David and
Margaret must then be playing Dominion at 6.

9. Manic depression is the term previously more
widely used for the condition bipolar disorder

10. Insulin is not produced by someone who has
diabetes mellitis.
11. Nitrous Oxide was used as an anaesthetic by
dentists from the mid-nineteenth century.
12. Vitamin D is synthethised in the body with the
use of sunlight.

1 can’t be Forbidden island (clue 2) or Granny Wars (clue 9) or
Raid the Pantry, so it has to be Anomia, joined by Robert. Clue 5
tells us that Sue must have visited table 3, as Robert was the visitor on 1. Neither table 3 nor 4 is playing Forbidden Island (clue
2), so it must be at 5; Melissa is playing Jacek. Granny Wars is at
3 or 4, so Andrew could only host at 1 (clue 9). Granny wars is
thus on 4, Raid the Pantry at 3. Clue 8 says Diana played Sue at
3, so Laura was at 5, necessarily with Adam.

1: Anomia, Robert, Andrew
2: Scattergories, Amanda, Arun
3: Raid the Pantry, Diana, Sue
4: Granny Wars, Jacek, Melissa
5: Forbidden Island, Laura, Adam
6: Dominion, David, Margaret
7: Kill Dr Lucky, Jort, Johnson

?

Thanks Maria!

19 years school life expectancy (male) in NZ

MENZED
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MENZED
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2014:
Photography thanks again to the
productive lens of Clisa Tait

Another great photo kindly sent in by Clisa Tait, who says ‘they
just epitomise summer to me. I have a big respect for flowers that can grow
8 feet tall, I felt a little like Alice in Wonderland standing amongst them.’
Brilliant, thanks Clisa!

‘The significance of man is that he is that part
of the universe that asks the question, “What is
the significance of man?”. He alone can stand
apart imaginatively and, regarding himself and
the universe in their eternal aspects, pronounce
the judgement: The significance of man is that
he is insignificant and is aware of it.’ - Carl
Becker, American historian.
‘The answer to the question of why we appear
so different from other animals is that all closely
related species have become extinct. We are
the last humans... Apes may join Neanderthals
and Paranthropus as half-forgotten creatures...
So our descendants may be even more baffled
by their apparent uniqueness.’ - Thomas
Suddendorf, author.

1. What British university did Prince William and Kate
Middleton attend from 2001 – 2005?
2. What is the literal translation of the Latin term ‘Dux’?
3. Of what NZ university is former Cabinet minister
Steve Maharey the vice-chancellor?

8. In what year were borrowers under the tertiary student
loans scheme resident in New Zealand exempted from
paying interest - 2002, 2004 or 2006?
9. Who was the chief executive of the Ministry of
Education who resigned in 2013 after just 13 months of
her five-year contract?
10. Which US university is older - Harvard or Yale?

4. What is the Maori translation of the term ‘language
nest’?
5. Which girls’ secondary school in Havelock North is
the oldest Presbyterian school in New Zealand?

6. Who is the current Minister for Tertiary Education,
Skills and Employment?
7. The College of St John the Evangelist, located in
Meadowbank, Auckland, is the theological college for
which Protestant denomination?

20 years of school life expectancy (female) in NZ

